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INTRODUCTION
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the
Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their
service: Many arrived home wounded or sick. There was no medical care or veterans' pension for them,
and they were left to care for themselves.
In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would
become known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in
Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership
grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000.
Since then, the VFW's voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating
a GI bill for the 20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for
compensation for Vietnam vets exposed to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War
Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century,
giving expanded educational benefits to America's active-duty service members and members of the
Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
OUR MISSION: To foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas conflicts: To serve
our veterans, the military, and our communities: To advocate on behalf of all veterans.
OUR VISION: Ensure that veterans are respected for their service, always receive their earned
entitlements, and are recognized for the sacrifices they and their loved ones have made on behalf of this
great country.
OUR CORE VALUES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Always put the interests of our members first
Treat donors as partners in our cause
Promote patriotism
Honor military service
Ensure the care of veterans and their families
Serve our communities
Promote a positive image of the VFW
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions
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Tracy P. MacPherson Post 12043 Veterans of Foreign Wars was founded on July 6th and established on
September 30, 2005. The post consists of Servicemen and Women who have served their country with pride and
it is with that same pride that we still serve not only our country but our fellow Veterans and our community.
VFW Post is located in the City of Maricopa 25 miles southwest of Phoenix on SR 347.
LOCATIONS:
2005-2009
First Baptist Church of Maricopa
Pastor: Jim Johnson
18705 N. John Wayne Parkway
Maricopa, Arizona 85139
2009-Present
Maricopa Veterans Center
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy,
Maricopa, AZ 85139
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2007 Timeline Maricopa VFW Post 12043
LOCATION:
First Baptist Church of Maricopa
Pastor: Jim Johnson
18705 N. John Wayne Parkway
Maricopa, Arizona 85139
2008 Timeline Maricopa VFW Post 12043
September 11, 2008:
Commander: Bernie Crouse
Sr. Vice Commander: Jack McLain
Adjutant: Leamon ‘Bud’ Ryan
Chaplain: James Stephen
Service Officer: Herb Bailey
Quartermaster: James Terry

Commander Bernie Crouse

I entered military service September 1951. My basic training was at Fort Carson, Colorado. My time of service
took me to Germany for 3 tours, Korea 2 tours, Vietnam 3 tours. When not overseas I was station from one end of
the United States to the other Fort Benning, Fort Ord, Fort Carson, Fort Hood, Fort Lewis, Detroit Arsenal,
Aberdeen Proving Grounds.
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As a Mobile Maintenance Tech with The Army Material Command, I trained US military & civilian personnel as
well as Foreign Nationals in 57 different countries. I also served in Infantry, Ordinance, Armor, Artillery and
Combat Aviation.
My active career ended with my retirement as a Command Sergeant Major, 2nd Training Battalion, Ordinance
Center & School, 30 June 1976. After leaving the Army I continued my education and received my Degree in
Education from Central Washington University, 1981.
Moved to Northern Arizona January 1984 on a corporate transfer to train security guards for the 1984
Summer Olympics, I then moved to Phoenix June 1984, as Operations Manager for CPP Security Services. I have
called Maricopa home since 1989.
•

Selected Item for December Raffle Fund Raiser: Ruger Blackhawk Single Action Pistol

October 9th 2008
• Tracy P MacPherson Post 12043 had its annual inspection by Dept Inspector Jerry Miller, and District
10. Commander Janie Miller. Inspector found everything to be in order.
• Commander Bernie Crouse, Quartermaster James Terry, Bud Ryan and Herb Bailey met with Santa
Rosa Elementary School Principal Rick Abel, on Tuesday, Oct. 21st with Buddy Poppy Hand outs for
the children and information about the history and the origin of the Buddy Poppy to be presented to the
children on November the 10th the day before Veterans Day.
November 13th 2008
• Ruger Blackhawk Pistol raffle drawing to take place December 11th at the regular membership meeting.
• 10 electric blankets purchased for Afghan US soldiers.
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2009 Timeline Maricopa VFW Post 12043
January 8th 2009
• Bailey Boxes sent our troops in December numbered 27, some of those sent to our own Aaron Thacker
for distribution, now serving in Iraq.
February 12, 2009
Newly Elected Officers:
Commander: Lewis ‘Gene’ Wood
Sr. Vice Commander: Jack McLain
Jr. Vice Commander: Leamon ‘Bud’ Ryan
Adjutant: Joe King
Chaplain: James Stephen
Service Officer: Herb Bailey
Quartermaster: James Terry
Sergeant at Arms: Pete Glowacki
•
•

Awards pins given by District 10 Commander Janie Miller to the following recipients: Bernie
Crouse, Herb Bailey, Bud Ryan for outstanding contributions to post and community.
District Commander Janie Miller administered oath of the Installation of Officers for fiscal 20092010. Incoming Cmdr., Gene Wood accepted gavel being passed by outgoing Cmdr., Bernie
Crouse.
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The Maricopa Veterans Center
In 1982, Dallas and Mary Lou Smith donated land and an old Army barracks to be used as a library in
the small town of Maricopa. Operated mainly as a volunteer site, the library was Maricopa’s only public
building for many years. In 2003, when Maricopa became an incorporated city, dreams of a more
permanent library facility began. Those dreams came true in 2009, when Maricopa Public Library
opened.
Once the new library building was open, the city had the old library left without any use. Asking the
community for ideas, the city undertook a process to find a tenant and operator of the facility to offer
space for civic and non-profit organizations.

15 of 51

MARICOPA VETERANS CENTER (MVC)
44249 W Maricopa/Casa Grande Hwy, Maricopa, AZ
85138

OCTOBER 2009 GRAND OPENING

MARICOPA AZ POST 133

MARICOPA AZ POST 12043

OCTOBER 2009 GRAND OPENING, LEFT TO RIGHT: BERNIE CROUSE-ED BARNES- ???? MILLER- DICK FLOERCHINGER-????FRED HISLE-????-????-MIKE BARNES-????-JACK MCLAIN-DEAN WYSE-LEWIS WOOD-DUANE MEINEN-BUD RYAN-ROY
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LACOMBE-????-????-????-ROBERT CARON-PETE ???.

April 9th 2009
Election of Officers for fiscal 2009-2010
Commander Gene Wood
Sr Vice Commander Jack McLain
Jr Vice Commander Bud Ryan,
Quartermaster Jim Terry
Chaplain (Acting) Gene Wood
Judge Advocate Joe King
Surgeon Lisa Hefty
Service Officer Herb Bailey
Activity:
• VFW Raffle Fund: Marlin Saddle rifle .44 Cal.

•

Herb Bailey presented with recognition certificate and Poem written by Bud Ryan for Herb’s
outstanding work and dedication to Bailey Boxes.

•

Presentation of Buddy Poppy Achievements pens by Cmdr Crouse to Bud Ryan, Dean Wyse, Herb
Bailey, Lisa Hefty, and Pete Glowacki. With recognition to all members who give of themselves for
this most worthy cause.

May 5th 2009
• Installation of new officers for fiscal 2009-2010 by District Cmdr. Janie Miller
Incoming Cmdr., Gene Wood accepted gavel being passed by out going Cmdr. Bernie Crouse
• District Cmdr., Janie Miller pointing out the importance of various committees and information
gathering supporting each one. Awards pins for outstanding contributions to post and community given
by Dist. Cmdr. Janie Miller to the following recipients:
Bernie Crouse
Herb Bailey
Bud Ryan
June 11th 2009
No meeting due to State Convention participation of Commanders and Officers.
July 9th 2009
• Presentation of State Buddy Poppy Category one first place ribbon and first place plaque presented to
Bud Ryan for post entry into the Buddy Poppy Contest by Past Commander Bernie Crouse. Patriot Pen
Certificate awarded to Herb Bailey for his contribution to this program.
• District Judge Advocate, Jeff DeWitt, complimented post as an example for our fund raising abilities
even without a post canteen.
• National Patriot’s Penn award not given at the Convention was presented to Commander Wood by
District Commander, Roger Gowen.
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August 13th 2009
•
•

Raffle of the rifle took place winner announced; Commander Wood received the winner
ticket: winner to be notified by Cmdr. Wood.
Motorized wheelchair donated by the post to Member Jeremy Gregg

September 10th 2009

•

•
•

Senior Vice Cmdr. Of District 10, Ken Marshall gave the Post kudos for an excellent meeting and
discussed up coming events participation in events Steak Fry’s to promote the VFW in our communities
and passed on information on the proper Flag order in displaying the American Flag, State Flag, Post
Flag and the MIA Flag.
Raised Flag at Rotary Park
Rotary gave post permission to change the sign to fit the need of VFW & American Legion near the
Veterans Memorial

October 15th 2009
• Post Inspection took place on Oct. 7th, post passed with flying colors for fiscal 2008-09.
• Flag raisings took place during the month of Oct. at Rotary Park.
• Recognition Day for all veterans to be held on Sat Oct. 24th at the Raceway Bar & Grill on Papago Rd.
All Veterans will receive a Bar-B-Que Pork sandwich. Chips, coleslaw free, guest will be charged
$6.75. No host bar. Event advertised. 50-50 drawing.
November 12th 2009
• Flag rising at Mobile School on Nov. 10th: breakfast will be served from 7:30 am to 8:30 am
immediately followed by a Flag rising by Mobile School students and retirement ceremony performed
by Bernie Crouse and Bud Ryan and selected students.
December 10th 2009
• Retired the flag and replaced with a new one at Mobile Elementary School plus raised flag at the
Veterans Memorial at Rotary Park, attended a very moving Veterans Day Ceremony given by Legacy
Traditional School , VFW guest speaker Bernie Crouse delivered heart felt speech of what Veterans
Day is all about. After ceremony the children came by and saluted veterans in attendance and shook
hands showing their support.
• Senior Vice, Jack McLain elaborated on the take over of the Old Library now known as The Maricopa
Veterans Center. Expressed our first meeting as an historic occasion for the Veterans of Foreign Wars
and the American Legion. Best member turnout in the history of Post 12043, some thirty members
attending. Spoke of our responsibility to the city of Maricopa. As administrators of the building it will
be open to other non-profits and organizations that fit our criteria. Building and grounds are to be
maintained by all factions using the premises.
• At the Hospital Banquet Dept Cmdr. Joe Reagan presented the National Buddy Poppy third place
plaque to Bernie Crouse and Bud Ryan. Also dept Cmdr. Joe Reagan recognized Lisa Hefty for her
recruitment of new members; Post Cmdr. Gene Wood presented her with a Certificate.
• Ask for Volunteers to raise the Flag on Thanksgiving Day at the Maricopa Veterans Memorial. 8
Members volunteered.
• Adopt a unit program.
• The 944th Aero Medical Station Squadron at Luke’s Air Force Base. Hospital has 110 members which
usually deploy about 35 at time sometimes as few as 3 will be deployed depending on the circumstance.
Lisa Hefty made motion to adopt the 944th, motion second by Jack McLain, vote was unanimous.
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In The News
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The meaning of Veterans Day – by one of
Maricopa’s own
InMaricopa:
By Bud Ryan, Commander, VFW Post 12043
November 12, 2007
Bud Ryan, commander of the Maricopa’s Veterans of Foreign Wars
post, shares a shining example of the true American spirit Veterans
Day symbolizes.

Christopher Gutierrez
“There are only two kinds of people who understand Marines:
Marines and the enemy.
Everyone else has a second-hand opinion.”
Gen. William Thornson, U.S. Army.
Christopher Gutierrez, a sergeant in the United States Marine Corps
and member of Tracy P McPherson Post 12043 of Maricopa, was
stationed in Yuma where he served as a Harrier Mechanic at VMA 311.
In 2004 – one week after moving to Maricopa – he was deployed to Al
Asad, Iraq for six and a half months, leaving behind his oldest
daughter, Alexa, and wife, Kelli, who was four months pregnant at the
time.
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He returned home from Iraq in May 2005 when his youngest daughter,
Ava, was already two-months-old. Chris is a loving family man,
expressing his love and devotion to his beautiful wife, stating his
marriage of four and a half years has been the happiest days of his
life.
Being a Marine you go where duty calls. He was back home for 13
months before heading out on the 31st MUE for six months where he
spent six weeks in Iwakuni, Japan, then six weeks at Kadena AFB in
Okinowa, Japan. Then he headed out to sea aboard the USS Essex,
spending time in the Philippines, sailing the blue waters of the Pacific
before returning to Iwkuni, Japan. Chris returned home from the 31st
MEU in January 2007.

He has eight months left to serve in the Corps. However, once a
marine always a marine.
His greatest desire upon returning to civilian life is to serve in the
police department in the Phoenix area.
Chris has earned many medals while serving including the National
Defense Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Sea
service ribbon, Iraqi Campaign, Global War on Terror service medal,
Sea service ribbon and the Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal.
Chris is the epitome of our young veterans returning home to their
communities.
Veterans Day symbolizes the true American spirit. Marines like Chris,
for century’s now, have showed their grit and patriotism for 232 years.
Since the birth of our nation, young men like Chris have purchased
liberty with great courage and conviction. The cost has been in blood
and great sacrifice.
On the 232nd birthday, to every Marine – those still in uniform and
those who have served honorably in the past – be proud of who you
are and what you do. Know that your citizenship dues have been paid
in full.
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You, Semper Fi, are in a class of the most unique fighting machines on
the face of this earth. Continue to carry the battle colors of the Corps.
You have earned the heritage to be an American hero.

Bud Ryan served in Korea from 1950 to 1954 as a Naval Petty Officer
aboard the USS Eldorado AGC11 Communications ship and currently
serves as Post Commander of Maricopa's VFW post.
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VFW Buddy Poppy drive this weekend
InMaricopa:
May 29, 2009

By Joyce Hollis

This weekend, on Saturday, May 30, and Sunday, May 31, veterans
from local VFW Post 12043 will be in front of both Fry’s and Bashas’
and outside the Sunrise Café taking donations for their Buddy Poppies.
Maricopa resident Dean Wyse, Past VFW District 10 Commander and a
Vietnam veteran, lost 74 shipmates when his ship was destroyed in a
collision in 1969. “Cruising through those open waters, my destroyer
was cut in two by an Australian aircraft carrier,” he said. Wyse will be
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among the vets this weekend with poppies in hand, helping to aid
others who have served their country and are now needy or disabled.
In 1922 the VFW held its first poppy sale. Two years later the name
“Buddy Poppy” became a guarantee that the flower bearing the VFW
name is a product of disabled and needy veterans who assemble the
poppies in VA hospitals across the nation. VFW posts compensate
these workers and donations go to support the Veterans of Foreign
Wars’ charities and welfare programs for disabled vets and their
dependents.
The "Buddy" Poppy was first used to evoke the memories and
emotions of war in a poem written by Lt. Col. John McCrae, M.D. of
Canada. The poem, "In Flanders Fields," describes blowing red poppies
on the fields where the fallen soldiers lie.
In Flander's Fields
By Lt. Col. John McCrae, M.D.
”In Flanders Fields the poppies blow,
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky,
The larks, still bravely singing, fly,
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead.
Short days ago,
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved and now we lie,
In Flanders Fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you, from failing hands, we throw,
The torch, be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us, who die,
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow,
In Flanders Fields.”
If you go:
What: VFW Buddy Poppy drive
Where: Bashas’ or Fry's and Sunrise Café
When: Saturday and Sunday, May 30-31, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cost: Donation
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Ryan takes first in state VFW Buddy Poppy
contest
InMaricopa:
June 23, 2009

By Joyce Hollis

Three weeks ago local VFW members were seeking donations to
support needy and disabled veterans through the sale of buddy
poppies, an event that originated in 1922.
Maricopa Post 12043 member Bud Ryan decided to see what he could
create with the poppies and to enter the state’s VFW Buddy Poppy
Contest,
Ryan entered the memorial category, one of four divisions in the
competition at Arizona’s 89th State VFW Convention held in Chandler
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on June 11-13. The other categories were for business window
displays, artistic endeavors and hats decorated with the poppies.
Each entry had to state the number of people who worked on the
display, the VFW post number and the number of poppies used. The
only stipulation was that at least one poppy in the entry must bear the
small banner usually attached to the stem, which reads: “Buddy
Poppy; Wear it Proudly.”
“I alone crafted my entry, using 1,748 Buddy Poppies, and I spent a
total of 52 hours making it,” said Ryan. His entry depicts a helmet
atop a rifle with combat boots, crosses and memorials—all created
with the poppies.
“Lo and behold I was the first place winner in my category,” said
Ryan.
The Buddy Poppy contest is not limited to the state level; there is also
a national competition, and Ryan says, “I plan to enter the national
contest as well.”
Ryan also recently wrote the following poem to commemorate the
Buddy Poppy as a symbol of the VFW:
The Buddy Poppy
"The Buddy Poppy signifies the blood of a battlefield far, far away;
soldiers lying amid the flowers as we remember them today,
"The soldier fights for freedom to keep his country strong; in the
words depicted in the Star Spangled Banner, remembered in verse of a
patriotic song,
"From battles through the years the soldier is on the front line of
defense, fighting for freedom in our nation’s wars ever since,
"Buddy Poppy is a symbol for those who sacrificed their life, the
struggle of trying to stay alive on a battlefield filled with bitter strife,
"Please remember when you see a Veteran of Foreign Wars with poppy
in hand, give from within your heart a donation if you can,
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"These tiny red flowers are made by disabled veterans who believe in
helping others in need; raising donations for widows and orphans is
their patriotic deed,
“In Flanders Fields” the poet wrote in remembrance of a friend; the
Buddy Poppy shines forth on Veterans Day time and time again."

28 of 51

Maricopa Veterans Memorial in planning stage
InMaricopa:
By Joyce Hollis
August 28, 2009

Maricopa resident Bob Howard’s Air Force father was a prisoner of war
in a German stalag during World War II. A brick commemorating his
sacrifice is part of the Plano, Ill., Veterans Memorial walkway.
Howard, who is from Plano, got the idea there for a similar memorial
in Maricopa.
Plano’s Memorial Park features three flagpoles and a commemorative
plaque in the center of a walkway consisting of 1,100 square feet of
concrete pavers (sold for $50 each) surrounded by beds of flowers.
The park is about 60 feet by 90 feet in area. Celebrations are held
there on Memorial Day and Veterans Day.
“The Maricopa Veterans Memorial Foundation is a grassroots
organization dedicated to the construction of a veteran’s memorial
here in Maricopa,” said Howard, a local Ace Hardware employee.
“We are in the initial planning stage,” he added. With the involvement
of Maricopa VFW Post 12043, Boy Scout Troop 993 and local citizens
and businesses, I feel we could have a veteran’s memorial that is
befitting the city of Maricopa.”
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Presently various volunteers and interested veterans are constructing
a Web site, writing bylaws for the foundation and formulating articles
of incorporation to become a not-for-profit group.
A site has not been selected for the memorial, but at its completion
the foundation would turn it over to the city to be maintained.
Ultimately, the Maricopa Veterans Memorial project will have to go to
city council for approval.
Howard added that anyone who is interested in serving on the
foundation’s board or offering ideas or services should contact him,
and, of course, the foundation is still looking for a site for the
memorial itself.
For further information contact Howard at 520-413-5431 or via email.
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VFW and American Legion to honor patriots
with ceremony Friday
InMaricopa:
From Staff Reports
September 9, 2009

Maricopa veterans will commemorate Patriot Day on Friday with a flagraising ceremony scheduled for 8 a.m. at Rotary Park.
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 12043, American Legion Post
133 and all local veterans invite residents to join them for the
ceremony at the Veterans Memorial located in Rotary Park. The
ceremony begins at 8 a.m. The VFW and American Legion maintain the
Veterans Memorial and conduct flag-raising ceremonies on all national
holidays and special recognition days.
The Veterans Memorial was dedicated in July 1990 to all Veterans of
the United States of America, by what was then the Community of
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Maricopa. It was constructed by the Maricopa Future Farmers of
America (FFA) and sponsored by the Maricopa Rotary Club.
On Sept.18 another ceremony will be held, also from 8 to 8:30 a.m. at
the same location, in honor of POW / MIA Recognition Day.
The VFW and American Legion also invite anyone interested in either
organization to contact the Post Commanders:
VFW Post 12043 meets the second Thursday each month at 7 p.m.
at the DMV Express office, 44301 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
Contact: Lewis (Gene) Wood at 602-920-3933 or 520-568-4544 for
further information.
The American Legion Post 133 meets the third Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the First Baptist Church, 18705 N. John Wayne
Pkwy. Contact Dean Wyse at 602-531-0777 or 520-568-4264 for
further information.
If you go:
What: Maricopa Veterans Flag-raising Ceremony
When: Patriot Day on Friday, Sept. 11, at 8 a.m.
Where: Rotary Park, 44240 W. Maricopa Hwy, directly in front of the
old library
(The public is invited to attend.)
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Maricopa veteran rides for recovery of others
InMaricopa:
By Joyce Hollis
August 27, 2009

Maricopa resident Jack McLain served his country in Vietnam. In
October he will bicycle 500 miles from San Francisco to Los Angeles as
a participant in the Ride2Recovery to aid his fellow veterans.

“I was a medic in Vietnam, and I have never lost the strong
commitment to help my wounded comrades. This is a deep feeling and
hard to describe,” said McLain. “This fundraising and public awareness
raising effort is providing me with an opportunity to help in an active
way. I will be 61 years old at the time of this event and riding a bicycle
the nearly 500-mile distance will be a serious challenge.”
McLain, Senior Vice Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
12043 and American Legion Post 133 Vice Commander calls the
Ride2Recovery program “one of the most successful and innovative
physical and mental health rehabilitation programs to support combat
wounded from both the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts.”
Ride2Recovery helps provide critically needed funding to support
Spinning® and outdoor cycling programs at military and VA locations
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around the U.S. to help injured veterans overcome the physical and
mental obstacles they face during their period of rehabilitation and
later. The program provides bikes, technical equipment, clinics and
outings for wounded warriors and veterans to improve their health and
morale.
The pedaling motion required in cycling is easier for a combat
wounded amputee with a prosthesis to perform than other sports that
require lateral side-to-side movements. Cycling provides low impact
exercise and cardiovascular benefits. It is also done outside, with
companions, and provides an opportunity to be physically active on a
more equal basis without having to make as many concessions to the
fact that the participant is performing with a handicap.
There are three Ride2Recovery rides, one on each coast and one in
Texas.
Although McLain jokes that he may be the oldest guy riding in October,
he says, “I am taking this very seriously and have every intention to
complete this ride. I am currently riding my bicycle over 180 miles per
week as part of my training. I do not intend on failing in this effort.”
”Ride2Recovery participants will include other veterans like me,” said
McLain, “ as well as current members of the military, combat wounded
veterans (several of whom lost limbs in combat as recently as six
months ago) who are, because of the R2R Program, riding their
bicycles the entire distance to LA and several celebrities. The goal will
be to bring this issue to a wider audience and, of course, to raise the
money needed to continue and expand this wonderful program.”
McLain has made a personal commitment to raise $3,500. “I would
like to make it clear that not one cent of the donations will be used by
me to cover my expenses,” he said. “I am paying my own way to
California, and I will personally cover any expenses I require for
equipment and training.” Several civic and veterans’ organizations will
provide food, security and support along the route.
All donations are tax deductible, and anyone wishing to help McLain in
his fundraising endeavors may do so via a check made out to VFW
Post 12043 and mailed to Quartermaster, VFW Post 12043, 43728 W.
Rio Grande Dr, Maricopa, AZ, 85239, marked “Ride2Recovery” on the
memo line. Donations may also be made directly on-line, going to the
“Sponsor a Rider” link located mid-way down the home page and
entering his name (Jack McLain) in the appropriate field, rather than in
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the general donation field, which would not credit him with the
donation.
McLain added, “I strongly urge you to visit the Ride 2 Recovery
website, read the testimonials, view the videos and interviews, and
then I believe you will understand the enthusiasm I have for this
cause.”
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Santa Rosa 2nd graders honor veterans in song
InMaricopa:
By Joyce Hollis
November 6, 2009

Province residents and veterans will receive a Veterans Day tribute
Tuesday when second grade students from Santa Rosa Elementary
School present a special program honoring them, as well as those
currently serving the country in the military.
The “Americans We” concert, directed by Santa Rosa music instructor
Joanne Matibag, will have a patriotic music theme, coinciding with the
celebration of Veterans Day Wednesday.
“The works performed will celebrate our American heritage, honor
veterans and bring us together as a community through well-known,
sing-along patriotic songs at the end of the program,” said Matibag.
Songs will feature various student soloists and speakers. The program,
scheduled for 10 a.m. at the Province Center, will include some of the
following selections:
Americans Everyday
Americans We
Oh, I Love America
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You Are Our Heroes
Allegiance Rap
Heart of America
God Bless America and You're a Grand Old Flag (sing-along)
Although the Province concert is not open to the public, students will
perform the same program that evening at 6 p.m. in the multi-purpose
room at Santa Rosa Elementary School.
If you go:
What: Santa Rosa Elementary second grade music program
“Americans We”
When: Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 6 p.m.
Where: Santa Rosa Elementary School multi-purpose room, 21400 N.
Santa Rosa Drive
Cost: free (open to the public)
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VFW Newsletter Profile of the Month
August 2009
Profile of the Month
Tracy P. MacPherson
Post #12043, originally named Maricopa Mountain Post, was renamed after the passing of one of our Charter
Members, Tracy P. MacPherson.

Tracy was born March 17, 1958 in Honolulu, Hawaii; he passed away January 21, 2006 at the age of 47.
Tracy was a veteran of the US Army, obtaining the rank of SGT. He served from 1979-1988, as a Track Vehicle
Mechanic. His awards include, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Army Achievement Medal,
Army Good Conduct Medal 2nd Award, Expert Badge with M16 Rifle and Hand Grenade Bar, Army
Occupational Medal, Driver and Mechanic Badge, Driver-Wheel Vehicle.
Tracy resided in Maricopa where he ran an air conditioning company, worked for the Maricopa School District,
and drove a school bus for the Mobile Middle School.
On May 5, 2006, Tracy’s widow, Bernadette, granted permission for Maricopa Mountain Post #12043 to use his
name for the purpose of renaming the Post. In doing so we have forever preserved the honor of our fallen
Comrade.
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VFW Newsletter Profile of the Month
September 2009
Profile of the Month
Melvin “Mel” Skhal

Our Post was honored to have as one of our Charter Comrades Mel Skhal. Although he was able to attend only
a handful of meetings, he was an inspiration to all he met.
Melvin Irving "Mel" Skhal, 84, a veteran of the Pearl Harbor attack and World War II, died Aug. 15, 2007.
Mr. Skhal was born Nov. 16, 1922 in Rolla, N.D., and was a son of Alice M. Cox and Oscar Skhal. He was
serving in the Navy aboard the USS Downes at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941 when it came under heavy attack
while in dry dock. He manned one of the destroyer's 5-inch guns. When extensive damage caused an order to
abandon ship, he grabbed a rifle and fired at the attacking planes. He later served on the USS Maury in 14 sea
battles, including Midway, Wake Island and Guadalcanal. He later served for 10 years in the Merchant Marine.
He was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans and Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association. He loved hunting and fishing from Arizona to Alaska. He enjoyed spending time with his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He lived in Hidden Valley since 1998.
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VFW Newsletter Profile of the Month
October 2009
Profile of the Month
Rachel Byers US Army

Rachel was born in Carlsbad, NM. She grew up in Corpus Christi, TX and upstate NY in the village of
Mohawk. Her dad was a hotel maintenance manager when she was growing up and that resulted in the family
moving quite a bit
Currently Rachel is a Cadet, working on her degree with ROTC at ASU and will graduate in December 2011.
Rachel say’s it’s a lot of work and she trying to keep afloat right now with difficult classes like chemistry.
Rachel’s active time was served in Darmstadt, Germany in the Signal Corps with the 440th Signal Battalion.
Starting there as a private on a V3 team she worked her way up to team chief. Her experience in Germany was a
really great place for her to learn more about the world and different cultures.
Her deployment to Iraq was to Balad, located south of Baghdad. Her assignment as the unit NBC NCO
involved maintaining the unit's chemical protective equipment. She served as a Tactical Operations Center
NCO, keeping track of the convoys that were out on mission. Rachel participated on 6 convoy missions where
she served as a gunner, driver and truck commander. “You could say I wore many different hats in the 259
Security Force.” Rachel is assigned to the 258th Engineer Battalion as HQ Platoon leader and NBC advisor. Her
current MOS is 74D, Chemical Specialist
In her “spare” time she enjoys dancing, hiking and roller blading but finds it hard to have the time for hobbies
during the school semester. She also loves going to the zoo and camping. Rachel is studying conservation
biology in school so the love the outdoors is a plus. One day she hopes to travel to Africa and Australia to do
research.
Rachel has a daughter, April, who is a really great piano player. She is 15 going on 40 and getting ready to drive
which makes Mom a little nervous. Russ, her husband, has his own painting company with his brother, Rob.
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VFW Newsletter Profile of the Month
November 2009
Profile of the Month
Aaron Thacker US Army

You may not have seen him around for awhile, but he has been a long time member of our Post. He served in
the Iraqi theater from October 2008 thru August 2009 with the 123rd Military Public Affairs Detachment from
the Arizona Army National Guard as a 46Q30, Public Affairs NCO.
Aaron has been stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas, where he was editor of their newspaper, The Monitor; Norfolk
Naval Station, VA, where he was the Production Editor of Profile Magazine; and MFO - Sinai where he was the
editor of Sandpaper Magazine.
Prior to his service in Iraq, Aaron served just under six years as an active duty photo journalist from 2000-05, to
include a 13-month tour in Sinai, Egypt with the Multi-National Force and Observers. Afterward, Aaron
became a civilian print/ web journalist for two years before joining the Guard were he now serves as a full time
Readiness NCO for the unit.
His awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Commendation Medal, two Army Commendation
Medals, 3 Army Achievement medals, Iraqi Campaign Medal with one star, Overseas Ribbon, MFO Ribbon
with device and a few others.
Aaron has been a very active member of the Maricopa Community serving as a journalist with the Maricopa
Connection and 85239.com and the Magazine, Maricopa VFW and as a reading teacher at Maricopa Wells
Middle school.
Aaron now works at the Papago Military Reservation in Phoenix as the Readiness NCO for the 123rd MPAD.
While deployed, his wife Dawn Penich-Thacker made Aaron the proud father of Henry Dragutin, who is now 8
months old. In his spare time Aaron enjoys spending time with his family, gardening, collecting various genres
of music, and a good beer! Welcome Home!
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VFW Newsletter Profile of the Month
December 2009
Profile of the Month
Jack McClain

Jack enlisted in the USAF in 1966, got out in 1970 (discharged at Ft Lewis/McChord AFB, Washington State
directly from RVN). Jack is Senior Vice Commander of Maricopa VFW Post 12043 and 1st Vice Commander
Maricopa American Legion Post 133
Here’s what he has to say about himself.
I was a medic and worked in the Flight Surgeons Office (as a medic for those USAF air crew members on
flying status). I served a tour in the Azores (small islands in the Atlantic Ocean) with the 1605 USAF Hospital
and 58 Air Rescue and Recovery Service, flying in HC-130 aircraft in support of the Apollo Space missions and
Air/Sea Rescue missions (many, many hours of sitting at the belly window of a low-flying HC-130 scanning the
ocean surface for who-knows-what that might have fallen out of the sky and was floating around). We flew
routes from Azores to Europe to Iceland to Turkey to Ascension Island to Madeira to Greenland to Libya
to....get the idea.
I volunteered for Vietnam and was based at Phu Cat AB in II Corp at the edge of the Central Highlands. I was
assigned to the 37th TFW, which later was re-designated, the 12th TFW and I flew as a medic on 38th Air
Rescue HH-43 helicopters. I regularly visited such vacation spots as LZ Uplift, LZ English, Bong Son as well
as many other air bases, fire bases and medical facilities in Vietnam. Occasionally I got some flying time on C7 Caribou aircraft helping to kick out supplies to remote SF and ARVN camps. I also participated in the
MedCap program where the mission was to medically treat VN civilians in outlying areas (sometimes I thought
it was sick-call for Charlie). I was promoted to E-5 as an incentive to keep me in the military; that effort failed
and I got out as SGT. I was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal, as well as the regular stuff (expert
marksmanship, good conduct, Presidential Unit Citation, etc.).
I was a lifelong motorcyclist (1970-2000) having owned 13 motorcycles (all but three were HD, the others were
Nortons and Triumphs; no Jap bikes!). I now ride a bicycle and have recently completed the "Ride2Recovery"
500 mile ride SF to LA to benefit our combat wounded with their physical and mental rehabilitation. I not too
long ago resigned from the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office Sonoran Search and Rescue Unit where I was a
volunteer search dog handler and trainer. I live with 3 German Shepherd dogs and one sissy Doberman (and my
wife Jeannie of course). I am an avid shooter with an abiding love of the 45ACP.
My current self-inflicted anxiety producing activity is developing the Maricopa Veterans Center and helping to
make it the focal point for the area's many veterans.
Commanders note:
Post 12043 is proud to call Jack, Comrade. We look forward to many years of continued support from him as
well as for him as he continues his endeavors!
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CHAPTER 5
MARICOPA AZ
Arizona
Military and Native American
History
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MARICOPA VETERANS CENTER
HISTORIAN’S CORNER
12 SEPTEMBER 2010
MARICOPA POST 133

First Arizona Volunteer Infantry
1865 - 1866

TRACY P. MacPHERSON
POST 12043

INTRODUCTION (1):
Historically, the Apache made formidable enemies. Raiding was one of their most important activities. The
purpose of raiding, in which one sought to void contact with the enemy, was to gain wealth and honor as well as
to assist the needy. It differed fundamentally from warfare, which was undertaken primarily for revenge.
Western Apaches raided the Maricopa, Pai, O'odham, and Navajo (trading and raiding). Their allies included
the Quechan, Chemehuevi, Mojave, and Yavapai. Since the Apache abhorred mutilation, scalping was not a
custom, although a killing required revenge. At least one shaman (spiritual medicine man) accompanied all war
parties. Mulberry, oak, or locust bows were sinew backed; arrow tips were of fire-hardened wood or cane.
Other weapons included lances, war clubs, and rawhide slings.

Pimas and Maricopas (2):
After the Civil War, most settlers south of the Gila River had abandoned their farms and had relocated to
Tucson because of the many Apache raids in this unprotected area. The Pima Villages had fared much better
thanks to their native militia. The end of the war found the Army and their troops stationed in the Pacific coast
area which caused the Governor to create a District of Arizona for the area. Brigadier General John S. Mason
was assigned to head the District of Arizona, and the Apache menace became the main issue on his agenda to be
addressed. His plan involved recruiting into service for a year, 200 Pima and Maricopas to act as buffers against
the escalating Apache raids. He proposed to the Governor that they be paid for their services, issued arms,
ammunition, blankets, clothing, and all necessary provisions. His plan was to make frequent raids against the
Apaches to keep them occupied and prevent them from raiding the settlers and their crops.
Governor Goodwin enthusiastically gave his approval and immediately appointed an Adjutant General and the
necessary recruiting officers. This state military was called the Arizona Volunteers, and General Mason
became their leader. It was determined that the headquarters for the Arizona District would be wherever
General Mason happened to be at any given moment. The first location was at Sacaton which allowed time for
the governor to legalize the action and General Mason to organize and swear in the troops.

Apache Raids at Peak
There were five regiments composed of 350 Mexicans, Pimas, Maricopas and a few Anglo Americans. A
teamster at Maricopa Wells, Thomas R. Ewing, recruited 103 Maricopas, which included six who enlisted later.
These men made up Company B. John D. Walker, who lived at the Pima Villages and spoke the Pima
language, was able to recruit 89 Pimas, including their chief, Antonio Azul, to make up Company C. The other
three companies were made up almost entirely of Hispanics. The men of Company B and C were sworn in as
the First Arizona Volunteer Infantry (precursor to Arizona National Guard) on September 2, 1865, at
Maricopa Wells. They enlisted at a time when the Pinal and Tonto Apache raids were at their peak in the
central part of Arizona. The volunteers were told to destroy their crops, supplies and camps. If the Apaches
resisted, they were given orders to hunt them down and kill them. (Underhill) A History of the First Arizona
Volunteer Infantry
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Map showing the 1865 location of Maricopa Wells and subsequent move to Maricopaville
(1879) and Maricopa (1887)
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High Praise and Recognition for Outstanding Military Services - 1866
The 7th Infantry, California Volunteers, and 1st Arizona Volunteer Infantry Company Band C consisted of 464
men and seven officers. These men broke camp at Maricopa Wells on September 4, 1865, and headed north
toward the Verde River. This wagon trail became heavily used during the following years. Eventually, the
military set up a permanent camp called Fort McDowell and from this point began a series of raids that kept the
Apaches on the move for most of the following year. The Camp Verde area gradually became more populated
and the Apache raids became less of a concern with the military stationed in the area. When the Arizona
Volunteers were not pursuing the Apaches, they were building a community of houses, stores and a fort.
In September of 1866, the year was up for the volunteers and they returned to their villages with the promised
provisions and firearms. The first Arizona Volunteer Infantry was deemed a huge success. They were given
special recognition and much praise by the governor, the press and the legislature for their outstanding service
that included sometimes pursuing the enemy barefooted and at other times with little rations. The officers gave
high praise for their dedication and unusual ability to mobilize so quickly to assume the offensive when given
the command.

HISTORY (3):
1st Arizona Volunteer Infantry:
Maricopa Company B and Pima Company C
In January of 1865 the army shifted military jurisdiction in Arizona to the Military Division of the
Pacific, which created a District of Arizona and sent Brigadier General John S. Mason to command it.
Judge Allyn warned that in the settled portions [i.e. mining camps] of central Arizona "industry is today completely paralyzed by the hostile Indians" (WR-OR, vol. 50(2): 1187; Utley 1967: 259).
When General Mason arrived in May, he found that most white residents south of the Gila had
deserted their farms and many had sought refuge in Tucson.
North of the Gila, "…. The roads were completely blockaded, the ranches with but one or two
exceptions abandoned, and most of the settlements were threatened with either abandonment or
annihilation" (Miller 1989: 50).
The situation at the Pima Villages was much better, if perhaps not entirely a scene of tranquility,
thanks to the efficient native militia. Elsewhere in Arizona the settlers considered the need for action
to be compelling.
General Mason had the novel idea of enlisting 200 Pima and Maricopa warriors as soldiers, for one
year. They would be provided with arms and ammunition, pants, shirts, blankets, provisions, and be
paid for their services. He expected them to make constant campaigns against the Apaches, in between
which they could return to their homes. At departmental headquarters in San Francisco his ideas found
support, and the War Department agreed when it approved raising a regiment of Arizona Volunteers
(WR-OR vol. 50(2): 1247- 1248, 1251).
Mason apparently based his strategy on Kit Carson's successful winter campaign against the Navajos,
and upon Carleton's plan in the previous year's Gila Expedition to blanket Arizona with numerous
light columns of soldiers, miners, and Indian allies, who would drive the hostiles into the arms of their
pursuers (Utley 1967: 257; Miller 1989: 50-51).
Arizonians imbued with the imagined success of King Woolsey's partisans and Indians in 1864 must
have welcomed Mason's ideas - "I really want my enlisted men with arms in their hands in active
campaign against the Apaches" - he wrote back to departmental headquarters (WR-OR vol. 50(2):
1248).
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The general seems to have designated his location at any time as headquarters of the District of
Arizona. Fort Whipple shared this distinction with Maricopa Wells, Tubac, Fort Goodwin, and other
locations. Early in 1866 Mason moved his headquarters to Sacaton, a more central position for
communication with all of the posts. So-called public opinion, meaning contractors and others
dependent upon the army at Prescott, was outraged (Altshuler 1991: 223).
It was the governor's responsibility to raise volunteer troops, who would then be sworn into Federal
service. With the War Department's permission in hand, Governor Goodwin moved quickly to appoint
an Adjutant General and recruiting officers for six companies. In the end they raised five companies:
A, B, C, E, and F. Just over 350 men enlisted from the local Mexican, Pima and Maricopa populations,
plus a few Anglo-Americans. Thomas R. Ewing, a teamster at the Pima Villages, recruited ninetyseven Maricopa Indians from round Maricopa Wells for duty in Company B. Six more Maricopas
joined the company later. John D. Walker, also living at the Pima Villages since his discharge from the
California Volunteers, enlisted ninety-four Pimas for Company C (Underhill 1983: 2-3, 17-19).
Company B of the First Arizona Volunteer Infantry was mustered into Federal service at Maricopa
Wells on September 2, 1865, as were eighty-nine men of Company C. The other three companies,
composed almost entirely of Arizona Hispanic residents, mustered into service in October and
November. Only the Indian volunteers furnished their own horses and also fed them.
The composition and services of the Arizona Volunteers have received a great deal of attention,
assisted by the survival of their muster rolls and other primary sources that relate to these companies
(Thrapp 1967: 33-38; Reed 1977; Underhill 1979, 1980, 1983).
The names of all of the volunteers in Companies B and C have been preserved, although their
renderings into English were at best inexact and often inconsistent from one muster roll to another.
The listings published by Underhill (1983: 62-64) include such errors. Thomas Ewing commanded
Company B from the beginning with Charles Riedt, who spoke Maricopa fluently, as second
lieutenant. Juan Chevereah the Maricopa chief was mustered in as captain of Company B but from
November 10th he was posted on detached service. Antonio Azul served initially as a sergeant in
Company C and received a commission as second lieutenant in that company on August 1, 1866.
John D. Walker, who spoke Pima, commanded Company C from the date of his enrollment (Underhill
1983: 23-24). Their ready adaptation to army life and effective service suggest that one or more units
of the existing Pima and Maricopa militia had enlisted almost as a body. It only made sense from their
standpoint to receive a rifle, money, and elements of a uniform to do what they would have been doing
anyway.
Companies C, E and F were issued .54 caliber U.S. Model 1841 percussion rifles; not state-of-the-art
weaponry but adequate for the task at hand.
Company B was not included in the ordnance report. Each Indian volunteer also received a blue blouse
trimmed in red for the Maricopas and in blue for the Pimas; one pair of blue pants, one pair of shoes,
and one yard of red flannel for a headdress. They entered service just when raiding by the Tonto and
Pinal Apaches was reaching new heights in central Arizona. Their mission was to destroy the Apache
camps, crops and supplies, and to hunt down and kill those who resisted (Underhill 1979: 69; 1983:
24, 29). Their problems would lie mostly with shortages of clothing, shoes and rations, and bad
weather.
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On September 4, 1865, Companies B and C together with three companies of the 7th Infantry,
California Volunteers, 464 men and seven officers in all, marched out of Maricopa Wells and headed
for a point seven miles up the Verde River from its junction with the Salt River. There on the 7th, they
"…. formed a permanent Camp called Camp McDowell. The Command having cut [i.e. through the
brush] and made the road from Maricopa Wells to this point, this being the first command that came in
this direction with wagons" (Muster Roll of Co. B, October 31, 1865).
One year before, both Governor Goodwin and Colonel N. H. Davis had recommended either the lower
Verde or the Tonto Basin as the best location for a new post (WR-OR vol. 34(3): 202, 206, 209).
The very next day after their arrival, the two companies formed part of the command sent out towards
the east-northeast to explore the Tonto Basin and scout for Apaches. Four days and eighty-seven miles
along, they reached Green Valley. There on the 13th, with Companies B and C in advance and about
nine miles east of Green Valley, they met up with an Apache band. A firefight left one Apache dead,
several wounded and the balance driven into the mountains. The troops burned the captured ranchería
and returned to Camp McDowell on September 19th, without further incident (Muster Roll of Co. B,
October 31, 1865). In October the camp was named Fort McDowell (Reed 1977: 8).
An order on October 4th sent Company C to the north and Company B south on another scout and
pursuit operation. October 7th witnessed Company C's rout of an Apache band near the mouth of Tonto
Creek, about fifty miles from Fort McDowell, where the soldiers killed five and captured eight. On the
15th, John Walker and three guides surprised three hostiles. Walker killed one of them and the others
escaped (Muster Roll of Co. C, October 31, 1865; Reed 1977: 7; Underhill 1979: 40).
During October the troops were directed to begin building quarters and storehouses at the new post,
and urged to hurry the work because winter was approaching. Companies B and C assisted in this. The
chosen location allowed the troops to act as a buffer against Apache raids, affording protection to
people as well as their crops. Settlers had already begun farms along the Verde and Salt rivers and at
other places north of the Gila, (WR-OR vol. 50(2): 1282; Underhill 1979: 38).
Company B left the garrison again, probably on November 24th, and this time the men encountered
rain, snow, and cold weather that made trailing impossible. They returned on December 11th, having
left one pack mule behind but reporting that the troops killed three Apaches and had brought in seven
prisoners (Reed 1977: 8; Underhill 1979: 40). Walker led eighty-two Pimas of his Company C and
forty Pima volunteers east from Fort McDowell on December 1st, heading for the Mazatal Mountains.
Caught in a snowstorm two days out, the men suffered greatly because they had no blankets or extra
clothing. The Pima volunteers and twenty-five of his enlisted men were forced to turn back.
On the morning of December 7th, Sergeant Antonio Azul noticed smoke and the command charged
down the mountain to attack an Apache camp, where they captured one young man and one woman.
They also found a $100 legal tender note, and named the nearby stream Greenback Creek. When
Walker returned to his supply camp that evening, he found that the guard, Corporal Maw Chuk and
five privates had surprised an Apache camp across the valley, killing one woman and taking seven
captives (Reed 1977: 11-12; Underhill 1979: 40-43).
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Forays and encounters like these continued, and when not on the offensive the troops helped build the
fort. Sometimes they took casualties themselves. On January 1, 1866, two Pima enlisted men raced
into the fort and gasped that their party had been ambushed on the road between Fort McDowell and
the Salt River.
A detachment rushed to the scene and found the bodies of privates Juan Lewis and Hownik Maw Kum
of Company C. The command discovered an Apache camp in a deep canyon nearby, and followed the
trail of an estimated seventy-three hostiles for twenty-five miles before they gave up the search.
Company B retaliated during January and February, killing thirty-three Apaches and taking eight
captives (Reed 1977: 13; Underhill 1979: 43).
In early March the two companies were out on a scout between Fort McDowell and the Palos Blancos.
After two days the party halted at sunset and the Indians gathered around their prophet, a "tobacco
mancer." He fell into a stupor, then arose and told his vision about a ranchería with many warriors (see
Russell 1908: 360-361, 363).
Walker and Ewing led their men up a mountain by moonlight, and the scouts reported a ranchería at
the mouth of a canyon just below. They descended the mountain until one soldier discharged his
musket accidentally, alerting the Apaches. Then, as Ewing reported later, "Our boys leaped over the
stones, scrambled through the brush and got down in time to bring down some of the hindermost as the
[Apaches] climbed up the rocks on the opposite side of where their huts were situated" (Peters 1966,
3rd Sect.: 2; Underhill 1979: 44-46).
The volunteers chased the Apaches until sunrise, killing twenty and wounding several more,
destroying the huts, baskets, cooking vessels, clothing and mescal at the ranchería (Reed 1977: 19-20).
At the end of March, Lieutenant Ewing and Captain Walker took both companies east up the Gila
River, accompanied by 260 Papagos and Pimas and forty Maricopas. On the night of March 30-31
they spotted a campfire in the distance and hastened toward it, moving quietly through the rocks, rifles
in hand.
The Apaches, alerted too late, ran from their huts and the volunteers shot them down. Here, at a place
called AmeKwenorse ["Big Square Mountain" or Pinal Mountain] the volunteers killed another
twenty-five Apaches, took sixteen prisoners and captured eight horses as they burned the camp.
Private Au Papat of Company C died on April 1st of wounds received in this battle (Muster of Roll Co.
C, September 13, 1866; Anonymous 1941: 15; U.S. Senate 1965a: 36-37; Reed 1977: 21-22; Underhill
1979: 46-48).
James M. Barley (1999: 40), who was not present, wrote a highly romantic and inaccurate account of
this fight. The California soldiers meanwhile garrisoned Fort McDowell (Reed 1977: 15, 21-22).
Captain Charles Whittier gave an interesting assessment of Pima and Maricopa tactics, including an
appreciation of their ability to mobilize rapidly ("it seemed scarcely a second") and assume the
offensive. They preferred hand-to-hand combat, which would have appalled either Apaches or soldiers
in the army, both of whom normally avoided close contact with an enemy (Ann. Rpt. Comm. Ind.
Affs. 1868: 142; Wetzler 1949: 231-232).
Captain Grossmann said they liked to ambush the Apaches when they crawled through the low doors
of their huts, while archeologist and historian Arthur Woodward described the use of their principal
weapons, the ironwood and mesquite war clubs (Grossmann 1873: 416; Woodward 1933: 165-167).
In September 1866 the enlistments of Companies B and C were up. The men were paid in full and
allowed to keep their firearms. The muster rolls showed that in Company B, Sergeant McGill,
Corporal Yo se, and Privates Gosha Zep and Duke died in battles with the Apaches. There was no
record of illnesses.
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In Company C, Apaches had killed the three Pimas mentioned above and, as with the Maricopas; there
was no record of illnesses. In the other three companies of the First Arizona Volunteer Infantry
another five men had been killed, while five more died of illnesses. Discipline was described as good
throughout the companies and the desertion rate was remarkably low, less than 6 percent, when
compared with the experience of the Regular Army (Utley 1967: 40-41; 1973: 23).
Their effectiveness in the field was demonstrated by the toll of 150 to 173 Apaches killed, thirty-eight
seriously wounded, and fifty-eight captured. The possibility of double counting made the mortality
counts uncertain (Underhill 1979: 84-89; 1983: 55-56).
At least seventy of the Pimas and Maricopas showed their liking for military life by enlisting again, for
a shorter tour of duty as spies and scouts (Ann. Rpt. Comm. Ind. Affs. 1867: 163).
Although mustered out of service, the Arizona Volunteers were not forgotten. The Prescott Weekly
Miner, still the only newspaper in the territory, gave them lavish praise, as did the new Governor,
Richard McCormick.
Governor McCormick estimated the number of hostile Indians in the territory at fewer than 1,000,
primarily in eastern and central Arizona, and the Volunteers had thinned those ranks considerably. In
the fall of 1866 the Third Arizona Territorial Legislature passed a memorial that praised the
Volunteers for their outstanding service, oft times pursuing the Apaches barefoot and on half-rations,
and inflicting greater punishment than all of the other troops in the territory.
Although the territory's finances made a bonus impossible, the legislators could congratulate the
soldiers for a job well done (Wagoner 1970: 48-49; Underhill 1983: 50, 56-58).
They were remembered again in 1924 when the seven surviving Maricopa and Pima veterans, and four
widows, finally received government pensions (Anonymous 1941: 3, inside back cover; U.S. Senate
1965a: 38).
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