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CONSTITUTION
of
THE AMERICAN LEGION

PREAMBLE
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE
FOLLOWING PURPOSES:
TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA; TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER;
TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT AMERICANISM;
TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES AND INCIDENTS OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS IN THE
GREAT WARS;
TO INCULCATE A SENSE OF INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION TO THE COMMUNITY, STATE
AND NATION;
TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF BOTH THE CLASSES AND THE MASSES;
TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT;
TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOOD WILL ON EARTH;
TO SAFEGUARD AND TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE,
FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY;
TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO
MUTUAL HELPFULNESS.
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MARICOPA POST 133

INTRODUCTION:
Pursuant to Article IX, Post Organization, of the Post Officer Guide a Post of the American Legion was
requested and granted for the City of Maricopa.
ARTICLE IX
POST ORGANIZATION
Section 1. Those who desire to form a Post shall make application for a temporary charter to the Commander of
the Department in which they reside. The temporary charter shall be issued by the National Commander and
National Adjutant upon receipt of the application properly executed by the charter members of the projected
Post, but only when such application is approved by the Commander of the Department or by the Department
Executive Committee.
Section 2. The minimum membership of a Post shall be determined by the Executive Committee of the
Department in whose area it lies.
Section 3. No Post shall be named after any living person.
Section 4. A temporary charter shall be granted and shall state that it is granted on the recommendation of the
Department and on the following terms and conditions:
1. All acts heretofore duly and properly taken for the formation of the above named Post are recognized
and confirmed by the National Executive Committee.
2. The above named Post shall uphold the declared principles of THE AMERICAN LEGION and shall
conform to and abide by the regulations and decisions of the Department and of the National
Executive Committee, or other duly constituted national governing body of THE AMERICAN
LEGION.
3. This charter is subject to revocation by the National Executive Committee on the recommendation of
the Department, or by such authority that may hereafter be established by the National Convention.
Section 5. After a temporary charter has been in effect for a probationary period of at least ninety days,
application for a permanent charter may be made. Such probationary period shall not exceed one year upon the
termination of which the Department shall determine whether or not a permanent charter shall be issued or
denied and the action of the Department shall be final.
Section 6. All charters shall be countersigned by the Commander and the Adjutant of the Department.
Section 7. Each Department may prescribe the Constitution of its Posts. Permanent charters may be suspended,
cancelled or revoked by the Department Executive Committee as provided in the By-Laws.
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POST 133 TIMELINE TAKEN FROM THE MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES:
15 February:
4th District Commander Jerry Boales called the meeting to order at 6: I5pm. Approximately 18 members present
for the first meeting of Post 133. The following guests were present to assist Commander Boales, Yvonne
Perez, Post 8 Past Commander and Ken Zimmerman, Chaplin, Post 8 Casa Grande. Twenty-eight members
have been signed, with 3 others pending. Minimum required for a new post is 15.
The following members volunteered to serve in the following positions until elections could be held: Bernie
Crouse as Commander; Fred Hisle as Adjutant; Herb Bailey as Finance Officer. Members elected all by
unanimous approval.
BERNIE CROUSE, FIRST COMMANDER OF MARICOPA POST 133
FEBRUARY 2009 to MARCH 2009

Bernie Crouse entered military service September 1951. His basic training was at Fort Carson, Colorado.
Bernie served in Germany for 3 tours, Korea 2 tours, Vietnam 3 tours. When not overseas he was station from
one end of the United States to the other Fort Benning, Fort Ord, Fort Carson, Fort Hood, Fort Lewis, Detroit
Arsenal, Aberdeen Proving Grounds.
As a Mobile Maintenance Tech with The Army Material Command, Bernie trained US military & civilian
personnel as well as Foreign Nationals in 57 different countries. He also served in Infantry, Ordinance, Armor,
Artillery and Combat Aviation.
Bernie’s active career ended with his retirement as a Command Sergeant Major, 2nd Training Battalion,
Ordnance Center & School, 30 June 1976. After leaving the Army he continued his education and received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Central Washington University, 1981.

Bernie moved to Northern Arizona January 1984 on a corporate transfer to train security guards for the 1984
Summer Olympics, he then moved to Phoenix June 1984, as Operations Manager for CPP Security
Services. Bernie has called Maricopa home since 1989.
19 February:
Elections: Dean Wyse, Vice Commander; Gene Wood, Second Vice Commander; Dick Floerchinger, SGT of
Arms.
Meetings: Post 133 meetings were scheduled to be held at the Maricopa First Baptist Church, 3rd Thursday of
each month at 7pm.
24 February:
The American Legion National Headquarters, Indianapolis, Indiana on 24 February 2009 granted a Temporary
Charter to Maricopa Post 133 for the formation of a Post at Maricopa, AZ.
Herb Bailey
Nicole P. Carr
Keith L. Ferguson
Julia Gusse
Arnie Hivry
Duane P. Meinen
Bob Swigart

CHARTER MEMBERS
Cruz Cardona
Bernie G. Crouse
Robert L. Gaunt
Kevin Gusse
Jimmy Johnson
Leamon Ryan
Robert Weinheimer
John Woods

James B. Carr
Edward J. Dillman
Michael Gorman
Kenneth W. Hefner
James K. Mattox
Stephen W. Steinke
Lewis Wood

19 March:
Maricopa Post 133 held its first scheduled general membership meeting on the 3rd Thursday, 19 March 2009 at
the First Baptist Church of Maricopa, 18705 N. John Wayne Parkway, Maricopa AZ.
16 April:
AMERICAN LEGION MARICOPA POST 133, ANNUAL ELECTIONS FOR POST OFFICERS,
• Post Commander-Dean Wyse
• First Vice Commander-Jack McLain
• Second Vice Commander-Julia Gusse
• Adjutant-Fred Hisle
• Finance- Fred Hisle
• Executive Board-Bud Ryan and Jerry Cooper Lewis
• Chaplain-Jim Johnson
• Historian-Robert Weinheimer
21 May:
Post Commander 8 Jerry Boales conducted the swearing in and instillation of newly elected Post 133 officers:
• Post Commander-Dean Wyse
• Post Adjutant-Fred Hisle
• Sergeant at Arm-Dick Florchinger
• Vice Commander-Jack McLain
• Jr. Vice Commander-Julia Gusse
Out going Post 133 Commander Bernie Crouse turned over the gavel to newly elected
Post Commander 133 Dean Wyse.
Post 133 elects to support Herb Bailey’s effort with “Bailey Boxes” personal packages for troops serving in Iraq
and Afghanistan.
16July:
American Legion Department of Arizona approves Post's Constitution & By-Laws as of 9 June.

20 August:
Jack McLain organized VFW Post 12043 and American Legion Post 133 participation for town hall meeting
01-Sep-09, 7: pm at Global Water LLC, 22590 N. Powers Pkwy, to petition home for VFW and American Legion
at the old Maricopa library.
The M-4 AR .223 (modified AR-15) rifle was selected for American Legion Post 133 raffle drawing on
Veteran’s Day, 11 November.

17 September:
Jack McLain thanked everyone for showing up at the town hall meeting in support of accruing the old library
for VFW and AL meetings.
Jack McLain will be participating in the October 1, 2009 Ride to Recovery from San Francisco to Los Angeles
(500 miles).
15 October:
Jack McLain, the California “Ride To Recovery” was an outstanding experience; a lifetime of memories, all
money (100%) is well spent for the rehabilitation of soldiers wounded in battle.
The old Maricopa Library located at 44249 W Maricopa/Casa Grande Hwy, Maricopa, AZ 85138 will be a
center for all veterans and is designated Maricopa Veterans Center. It will be the common meeting place for the
American Legion Maricopa Post 133 and Veterans of Foreign Wars, Tracy P. MacPherson Post 12043.

The Maricopa Veterans Center
In 1982, Dallas and Mary Lou Smith donated land and an old Army barracks to be used as a library in the small
town of Maricopa. Operated mainly as a volunteer site, the library was Maricopa’s only public building for
many years. In 2003, when Maricopa became an incorporated city, dreams of a more permanent library facility
began. Those dreams came true in 2009, when Maricopa Public Library opened.
Once the new library building was open, the city had the old library left without any use. Asking the
community for ideas, the city undertook a process to find a tenant and operator of the facility to offer space for
civic and non-profit organizations.

MARICOPA VETERANS CENTER (MVC)
44249 W Maricopa/Casa Grande Hwy, Maricopa, AZ
85138

OCTOBER 2009 GRAND OPENING

MARICOPA AZ POST 133

MARICOPA AZ POST 12043

OCTOBER 2009 GRAND OPENING, LEFT TO RIGHT: BERNIE CROUSE-ED BARNES- ???? MILLER- DICK FLOERCHINGER-????FRED HISLE-????-????-MIKE BARNES-MIKE KEMERY-JACK MCLAIN-DEAN WYSE-LEWIS WOOD-DUANE MEINEN-BUD RYANROY LACOMBE-????-????-????-ROBERT CARON-PETE ???.

11 November:
The M-4 AR .223 (modified AR-15) rifle selected for Post 133 raffle drawing on Veteran’s Day 11 November
Raffle was won by... The Veterans Day Raffle was a successful fund raiser.
19 November:
The American Legion Veterans Day Raffle was a successful fund raiser and the winner drawing was conducted
at the Raceway Bar and Grill, 49237 W Papago Rd, Maricopa, AZ 8523. The winner of the .45 ACP 1911
pistol was…
12 December:
Herb Bailey received a letter of appreciation for the ‘Bailey Boxes’ from Captain John Renell US Air Force,
stationed in Afghanistan.
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American Legion organizing Maricopa post
InMaricopa:
By Joyce Hollis
February 3, 2009

The American Legion, which has nearly 14,000 posts all over the world, is hoping to start one in Maricopa.
American Legion members and directors will hold a meeting for interested individuals Friday evening, 6-8
p.m., at the First Baptist Church.
Chartered by Congress in 1919, the American Legion is a not-for-profit community service organization with
nearly three million members. Both men and women who were posted at home or abroad are eligible for
membership in the American Legion, if they served during the time periods designated by Congress as war-time
service:
April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918 (World War I)
December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946 (World War II)
June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955 (Korean War)
February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975 (Vietnam War)
August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984 (Lebanon/Grenada)
December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990 (Panama)
August 2, 1990 to today (Gulf War/War On Terrorism)
According to Pinal County District 4 Commander Jerry Boales, the county, including the Queen Creek area, has
seven posts serving 800 members. The Casa Grande post alone has 200 members, several from Maricopa. “We
may lose some of them since there is some interest in starting a post in Maricopa. Some of the VFW members
there are helping us get started,” said Boales. He explained that VFW membership differs from the American
Legion’s because VFW members are veterans who served only on foreign soil.
“We probably have 70 eligible members in Maricopa and another 30 or so in Post 100,” Boales said. Post 100
is a member-at-large designation, a ‘paper’ post. Individuals do not have a home post but still pay dues to the
organization.
The American Legion is largely dedicated to helping returning or disabled former members of the military
process VA claims and receive their full benefits. The organization is also an active voice for veteran’s affairs
at the state and national levels.
Community service is a primary focus for American Legion members, who participate in blood drives, scouting,
American Legion baseball and the annual American Legion Boys State and Boys Nation programs.

On Wednesday Boales and other American Legion leaders, including Arizona membership director Jeri
Strande, will meet in Phoenix to review the existing list of Maricopa contacts. On Thursday and Friday they
will canvass Maricopa to meet current or prospective members, using a temporary office at the First Baptist
Church.
For more information contact Boales at (520) 705-1943.
If you go:
What: American Legion organizational meeting
Where: First Baptist Church, 18705 N. John Wayne Parkway
When: Friday, Feb. 6, 6-8 p.m.

Seniors and veterans seek use of old library facility
InMaricopa:
By Michael K. Rich
September 9, 2009
Tuesday night the Maricopa City Council unanimously approved the formation of a sub-committee to discuss
what community needs the old library building can potentially serve.
A part of Maricopa since the early 50s, the library was donated to the city by the Smith family with the
condition that it remains a place of community outreach and service.
Earlier this year all of the books were moved from the library to the new branch, and the building has been
empty for several months.
“This easiest decision we are making is approving this task force,” said Council member Carl Diedrich. “The
difficult decision is going to be figuring out how to divide up the time.”
There are several groups vying for use of the library. Three of them were at the council meeting last night.
“Give the building to the seniors,” said Therese Starkey, executive director of Maricopa Seniors Inc., a nonprofit aimed at the betterment of senior services in Maricopa. Starkey explained that more than 6,000 seniors
live in Maricopa, and 4,000 of them don’t live in Province.
“For those not living in Province there are no available activities to keep seniors busy. This place will be a great
place for seniors to go play cards and socialize,” Starkey said.
However, socialization would not be the only purpose the building would serve for seniors, Starkey said. She
plans to team with several organizations to offer free tax preparation, wellness calls to the homes of seniors to
check on their status and other valuable programs.
Starkey said the senior organization would allow other organizations in the community to come in and host
meetings in the structure during the evenings.
“This needs to be a center that benefits the entire community,” Starkey said.
Starkey’s group is not the only one that hopes to utilize the facility. The Maricopa veterans group, which is
made up of the local VFW, American Legion and other veterans’ organizations, say they would let other
organizations use the structure 50 percent of the time. They would offer counseling and other services to family
members and veterans both currently serving and returning from service.
“Currently many of the veterans have to drive to Phoenix or Tucson to get services; we need a place here,” said
Jack McLain, who holds a leadership position in both the local VFW and American Legion.
The two primary veterans’ organizations that would utilize the facility for services currently have a combined
membership of roughly 93; however, McLain said that number is constantly growing.
“We are not looking to turn this place into a bar; we just need a place to meet and get the services we need,”
McLain said.
If awarded the building, McLain added that the group plans on looking into sponsoring a Boy Scout troop and
little league team that could also use the facility.
The other group present at the council meeting was the Rotary Club, whose representative expressed the desire
to keep the building as a multi-purpose structure.

While these groups vie for the right to control the majority of time in the structure, another group, not present at
the council meeting, may get left out of the picture. The old library was originally scheduled to be converted
into a youth center with video games, pool tables and other activities to keep children busy both before and after
school.
However, when city staff looked at the building earlier this year, it was discovered the occupancy might not be
great enough to accommodate a youth center.
“We want to create youth services, but, if doing so in a facility that is not large enough will only create more
problems, we will need to look at other options,” Diedrich said.
The city has $200,000 in its budget scheduled for the creation of youth services, and Council member Edward
Farrell said the city may need to look to local businesses to put on before and after school programs for the
city’s youth.
The task force created by council will consist of all council members who wish to participate. It will look at all
possible uses of the structure with a recommendation to council required by the first council meeting in
October.
“We want to move rapidly on both the creation of youth services and the usage of this building,” Farrell said.

What's old is new again; library's fate determined
InMaricopa:
Michael K. Rich
October 7, 2009

The Maricopa City Council voted unanimously Tuesday night to give the rights to the old library building to
local veterans' groups, while possibly opening the door to a second facility for future public use.
“I believe that the local VFW will put their heart into this building,” said Councilman Carl Diedrich. “It is time
we gave the fighting men and women of our community a home.”
Three groups — Esperanza Maricopa, Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Maricopa Center for Hope and
Recovery — made their pleas to the council in a special 5 p.m. study session held before the regular council
meeting.
Gene Wood, commander of the local VFW post, said that his group and American Legion would use the
building at least one night a week and coordinate the remaining time with other organizations.
In addition to managing use of the building, the group also stated they would take responsibility for the upkeep
and utility cost associated with the structure.
Nicole Dailey, assistant to the city manager, said maintenance cost could run in excess of $30,000 a year.
While the VFW was seeking to divide the time available at the old library amongst itself and other veterans’
groups, Esperanza Maricopa was looking to act only as a facilitator of the space.
“We will make 100 percent of the space available 100 percent of the time,” said the group’s director, Jim Rives.
The group offered to pay for the upkeep and utilities, but ultimately, members of the council felt what the nonprofit agency was offering was not a good fit for the city.
“With Esperanza, we are just giving the property over to another landlord,” Diedrich said.
Councilman Edward Farrell added if the city just wanted a facilitator of the space, they could do it themselves.
Center for Hope and Recovery, a newly formed recovery group in Maricopa, proposed that the city give them
the keys to the building to host a variety of 12-step programs.

“This is a good group, but we need someone in this building that will open it up to the entire community,”
Farrell said.
While the old library will now be operated by the local veterans, council approved the city’s $170,000
purchase of a quarter-acre property, which includes an operational 3,600 square-foot building.
“This property gives us a place big enough to host the youth programs we have been talking about, and act as a
bridge until the youth center is constructed,” Diedrich said.
The city’s primary purpose for the purchase of the structure was to level it in five years when construction on
the Honeycutt Road-widening project begins.
The property was appraised by the city at $145,000; however, the seller was asking $190,000.
Eventually, the two sides settled on the $170,000 offer.
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Native American Encyclopedia
History, Culture and Peoples, Barry M. Pritzker, Oxford, 2000
Maricopa:
Historically, the Apache made formidable enemies. Raiding was one of their most important
activities. The purpose of raiding, in which one sought to void contact with the enemy, was to gain
wealth and honor as well as to assist the needy. It differed fundamentally from warfare, which was
undertaken primarily for revenge. Western Apaches raided the Maricopa, Pai, O'odham, and Navajo
(trading and raiding). Their allies included the Quechan, Chemehuevi, Mojave, and Yavapai. Since
the Apache abhorred mutilation, scalping was not a custom, although a killing required revenge. At
least one shaman (spiritual medicine man) accompanied all war parties. Mulberry, oak, or locust bows
were sinew backed; arrow tips were of fire-hardened wood or cane. Other weapons included lances,
war clubs, and rawhide slings.
HISTORY:
Toward the end of the eighteenth century, the Chemehuevi and the Las Vegas band of Southern
Paiutes may have exterminated the Desert Mojave. In the mid-nineteenth century, the Chemehuevi
took over their territory as well as that of the Pee-Posh (Maricopa) Indians, who had been driven away
by the Mojave Indians and had gone to live on the Gila River. The Mojave either actively or passively
accepted the Chemehuevi. On the Colorado River, the Chemehuevi developed a crop-based economy
and at the same time began to think of themselves as a distinct political entity. They also became
strongly influenced in many ways by the Mojave, notably in their interest in warfare and their religious
beliefs.
Some Chemehuevis raided miners in northern Arizona from the 1850s through the 1870s.
In 1865 the Chemehuevi and Mojave fought each other. The Chemehuevi lost and retreated back into
the desert. Two years later, however, many returned to the California side of the Colorado River,
where they resumed their lives on the Colorado River Reservation, established two years earlier.
Many Chemehuevi also remained in and around the Chemehuevi Valley, combining wage labor and
traditional subsistence. By the turn of the century, most Chemehuevis were settled on the Colorado
River Reservation and among the Serrano and Cahuilla in southern California. In 1885, after a
particularly severe drought, a group moved north to farm the Chemehuevi Valley. When a reservation
was established there, in 1907, the tribal split became official.

The creation of Hoover Dam in 1935 and Parker Dam in 1939 spelled disaster for the Chemehuevi.
The Hoover stopped the seasonal Colorado River floods, which the Chemehuevi people had depended
upon to nourish their crops. The Parker Dam created Lake Havasu, placing most of the Chemehuevi
Valley under water. At that point, most Indians in the Chemehuevi Valley moved south again to join
their people at the Colorado River Reservation. A government relocation camp operated on the
reservation from 1942 to 1945.

Pee-Posh (Maricopa)
Pee-Posh or "Pipatsje," "the People." These people are also known as the Maricopa.
LOCATION:
The Pee-Posh lived for centuries along the lower Colorado River and then began migrating to the Gila River
region in the 1600s. Today the majority of Pee-Posh live outside of Arizona and California, although the
greatest concentrations live with the Pima on the Gila River and Salt River Reservations in Arizona (none live
on the Maricopa Reservation).
POPULATION:
Perhaps 2,500 Pee-Posh and related groups (see "History") migrated to the Gila River region in early historical
times. There were roughly 800 Pee-Posh nationwide in 1990.
LANGUAGE The Pee-Posh spoke a dialect of River Yuman, a Hokan-Siouan language.
Historical Information:
HISTORY:
Those people whom the Spanish called the Opa or the Coco Maricopa were one of several small Yuman tribes
(including the related groups the Halchidoma, Kahwan, Kavelchadom, and the Halyikwamai) who lived along
the lower Colorado River. Contact with the Spanish was minimal and sporadic. By the early eighteenth century,
these peoples had relocated up the Gila River, owing to an escalation of attacks by the Quechan and Mojave.
The Pima offered them land and protection, and the two groups soon formed a confederation. By the early
nineteenth century, the Pee-Posh had all but absorbed the smaller tribes.
The Pima-Maricopa confederacy went a long way toward making non-Indian settlement of that part of the
desert possible, protecting Anglos from Apaches, starvation, and thirst. For example, the Indians used much of
their surplus wheat to provide food for the so-called forty-niners on their way to California. (By 1870, their
wheat production had reached 3 million pounds, an achievement that aroused the wrath of Anglo wheat
farmers.) The Indians also sold wheat to the U.S. Army. In 1857, the confederacy decisively defeated the
Quechans and Mojaves at Maricopa Wells, marking the last major formal battle between Indian nations in the
Southwest. Beginning in the
1840s, and continuing throughout the century, epidemics took a heavy toll on the Indian population.
In recognition of its alliance with the confederation, the U.S. government established a reservation on the Gila
River in 1863 for the Pima and the Pee-Posh. However, river water levels shortly began to fall so low as a result
of upstream diversions by non-natives that a group of Indians moved to the confluence of the Gila and Salt
Rivers. Now known as Laveen, this community was first called Maricopa Colony. Halchidoma descendants
soon relocated to the Salt River, around the present site of Lehi. In 1879 the original reservation was enlarged,
and the Salt River Reservation was established. During that decade several factors conspired to ruin the Indians'
thriving economy: a decline in rainfall, a doubling of the population, and, in particular, huge diversions of Gila
River water by non-Indian

By the 1880s, Indian crops routinely failed and famine threatened. Many Pimas and Pee-Posh were forced into
the wage economy at the lowest levels. With the loss of the river, the heart of their culture also disappeared.
The U.S. government continued to ignore the key problem of water rights, and Pima and Pee-Posh
impoverishment continued well into the twentieth century.
In the late nineteenth century, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) began a campaign to assimilate local Indians.
With its blessing, the Presbyterian Church became very active at Gila River, beginning a day school and in
general imposing a religious structure on the tribes. The issue of Christianity proved to be a very divisive one
on the reservation. In 1914, allotment hit both reservations (against active Indian opposition), scattering the
people and further disrupting community life. In 1926, the BIA formed a Pima Advisory Council in an effort to
create a formal body that spoke for the tribe. In 1934, the Pimas created a constitution, which was revised by the
Pima and Pee-Posh community two years later.
By 1930, non-native water diversions had effectively ended Gila River surface water flowing to the Pee-Posh.
Rather than redress the situation, the BIA forced the Indians to use brackish well water. This water was only
suitable for growing cotton and some grains, however, and the people could no longer grow edible crops.
Several other factors worked to cancel any benefits that might have come with the well water including a
dependency of Indians on wage work, continued ongoing water shortages, and the hated allotments (heir ships),
which had destroyed effective land base.
In 1934, the Pima and the Pee-Posh accepted the organization Act (IRA) and formed the Gila River Indian
Community. Following World War II, Pee-Posh (encouraged by the BIA's relocation program) moved away
from the reservation. For outsiders thought that the Pee-Posh had died out and become a subgroup of the Pima
Indians.
RELIGION:
In general, ceremonialism among River Yumans was not especially well developed, except to honor the dead or
to celebrate war exploits. Pee-Posh people believed in the power of dreams to direct life and to reveal the
potential for special skills and abilities.
Shamans had special powers to cure, control the weather, and detect thieves and enemies.
GOVERNMENT:
Nominal village chiefs exerted little influence. Recognized specialists had the true authority, as curers,
calendar-stick keepers, singers, potters and dancers. All obtained their power from dreams.
CUSTOMS:
Entire villages moved when someone died, after the body, residence, and possessions had been burned. Special
singers sang elaborate song cycles for funerals and transmitted legends, such as ancestral wanderings or
conflicts with other groups.
Girls celebrated a special puberty ceremony, after which they were tattooed. Both sexes cultivated a high of
pain. As was true for other River Yumans, farming, including ownership of the farm site, was essentially an
individual activity. Boundary disputes were solved by mediation or by controlled fighting.
The Pee-Posh recognized patrilineal clan as well as village divisions.

DWELLINGS:
Flattened-dome houses were built with a frame of mesquite or cottonwood uprights and covered with willow
ribs and arrowweed thatch. Walls were packed with earth. Rectangular ramadas often adjoined the houses. All
dwellings faced east. Other structures included storage sheds, woven basket granaries and sweat lodges.
DIET:
The Pee-Posh used floodwater agriculture in their farming. Their staples were mesquite beans and corn. Men
planted and cultivated and women harvested. Much food was also gathered, including seeds berries, nuts,
cactus fruit, honey, caterpillars, and beans. The people also ate jackrabbits and fish (caught with nets or bare
hands).
KEY TECHNOLOGY:
All River Yumans share a similar material culture. Clay for pottery was shaped between a curved paddle and a
stone anvil or pottery mold. Grinding stones came from granite or sandstone. Wooden mortars, made by
hollowing the end of a cottonwood or mesquite log, were used with stone pestles to pulverize mesquite beans.
The people used hides for thongs, quivers, shield coverings, and, occasionally, sandals. After the early 1800s,
brush dams and ditches replaced floodwater farming as irrigation methods. O'odham-derived calendar sticks
told of ancestors, travels, fights, and deaths.
TRADE:
Trails linked the Pee-Posh with the Mojave and other southern desert peoples. With them, they traded for goods
from the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of California. Trade articles included hand nets and weirless traps for
fishing, Pima baskets, and, after the 1700s, Spanish horses and captives. In times of need, food could be
obtained from the O'odham literally for a song.
NOTABLE ARTS
Women made a wide variety of pottery, including cooking pots, bowls, and water jars. Both men and women
wove blankets, cradle ties, headbands, belts, and skirts for girls' puberty ceremonies. Baskets were made and
obtained in trade from the Pima.
TRANSPORTATION:
The Pee-Posh began using horses in the seventeenth century.
DRESS:
Men wore breechclouts. Women wore fringed skirts of woven willow bark. Both used cotton and rabbit-skin
garments in bad weather and sandals for long journeys.
WAR AND WEAPONS:
The Pee-Posh fought primarily defensive wars. Their weapons included mesquite or ironwood bows, short
clubs, and hide shields.

Contemporary Information
GOVERNMENT/RESERVATIONS:
The Pee-Posh live on the Salt River Reservation (1879; 50,506 acres), near Lehi, and on the Gila River
Reservation (1859; 371,933 acres) west of Laveen ("District Seven" of the reservation, the old Maricopa
Colony). They share a tribal government with the Pimas; constitutions and by-laws were approved in 1940
(Salt River) and 1936 (Gila River). It is the Ak-chin O'odham who live on the Maricopa Reservation.
ECONOMY:
The possibility of subsistence farming was lost because individual allotments mandated by the Dawes Act
(1887) divided the land into parcels too small to be farmed. Most reservation land is now leased to non-native
farmers, and the reservation suffers from a high unemployment rate. Still, the Maricopa Indian Cooperative
Association farms about 1,200 acres. Some Indians work off-reservation for wages, generally in Phoenix. Some
pottery, not of original Indian concept, is made for the tourist trade. Industrial and mineral development (Gila
River) is growing slowly.
LEGAL STATUS
Recognized tribal entities include the Gila River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community and the Salt River PimaMaricopa Indian Community.
DAILY LIFE:
The ethnic identities of the other River Yuman people who followed the Pee-Posh east remain important.
Despite the loss of many pre-Pima traditions, the Pee-Posh think of themselves as a united nation and remain in
many ways distinct from the Pimas. They are relatively well educated and attend public school. Most speak
only English, though a few still speak Pee-Posh. Water rights and health issues, including substance abuse and
diabetes, are ongoing concerns. The cremation and mourning ceremonies remain important. A trade fair is held
on the reservation every year.
Frame and cement blockhouses are replacing a few "Pima-style sandwich houses" of adobe packed between
slats and timbers. Some Pee-Posh live in surplus houses of all kinds, including Japanese internment buildings
and trailers. Pee-Posh housing is generally considered substandard.

